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Message from the Director General

O

ur esteemed readers of TAWIRI
newsletter and stakeholders, on behalf
of the entire TAWIRI staff, I have a great
pleasure to invite you to read the 7th edition of the
TAWIRI Newsletter. It is worth noting that this
is a special issue describing TAWIRI research
centres. Our institute has four centers namely
Serengeti Wildlife Research Centre (SWRC),
Mahale-Gombe Wildlife Research Centre
(M-GWRC), Njiro Wildlife Research Centre
(NWRC) and Kingupira Wildlife Research
Centre (KWRC). News in this issue will remind
our readers and stakeholders about important
historical information since early 1960s including
the reasons why these centres are important for
biodiversity conservation in the country.

with maximum support and collaboration in
order to meet the goals as indicated in the five
years TAWIRI Strategic Plan of 2018-2023.
In understanding that TAWIRI is a non-profit
making parastatal organization, we are kindly
calling upon all our stakeholders to endlessly
provide support to TAWIRI and make it among
the leading institutions in wildlife research.

I sincerely thank our stakeholders, donors and
sponsors who have continued to provide us

Dr. Simon Mduma
DIRECTOR GENERAL

We strive and commit ourselves to work hard
within our capacity and skills to make sure that
we attain our vision and mission for the benefits
of all Tanzanians and conservation stakeholders
at large.
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Message from the Editor
Dear readers,

G

reetings and welcome to the 7th edition
of the TAWIRI newsletter. TAWIRI
newsletter aims at keeping our
stakeholders and general public at large with
updated information on wildlife research and
events on the conservation of our biodiversity
resources.
This edition contains important historical
information of our wildlife research centres.
Is worth noting that, these centers forms the
foundations of wildlife research in Tanzania
for both savannah and miombo ecosystems that
cover the most prestige conservation areas in the
country. The information provided in this edition
also contain important facilities and services that can be offered in these centres. You’re therefore highly
encouraged to read the stories and findings in this newsletter which has a wide range of information to
enrich our knowledge and understanding of mandated roles of TAWIRI and its centres.

Dr. Janemary Ntalwila
Head - Wildlife Information and Education Unit
wie@tawiri.or.tz

@ Per Harald Olsen
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SERENGETI WILDLIFE RESEARCH CENTER: THE ANCESTOR OF
TANZANIA WILDLIFE RESEARCH INSITUTE
Robert Fyumagwa, Evaline Munisi and Janemary Ntalwila

Serengeti Wildlife
Research Center
(SWRC): The Origin
of Wildlife Research in
Tanzania
The Serengeti Wildlife Research
Centre (SWRC) is situated where
formal wildlife research originated
in Tanzania. Historically this was
the first wildlife research station in
the Serengeti National Park which
was established by Prof. Bernard
Grizmek in 1958 and was located
North of Banagi hill between
Banagi and Orangi rivers. In 1966,
Tanzania National Parks (TANAPA)
established a research unit named
Serengeti Research Institute (SRI)
with a view of providing scientific
information related to ecological
and biodiversity monitoring in the
Serengeti ecosystem and adjacent
areas. The current premises for
SWRC were built in the 1960’s
through donation by The Fritz
Thyssen Foundation of
Germany in memory
of Michael Grzimek,
who died in an airplane
accident while executing
his routine conservation
duties at Olkarien Gorge
in 1959. However, the
buildings were officially
inaugurated by the first
president of Tanzania
and father of the nation
Mwalimu Dr. Julius K.
Nyerere in 1973.

Later on in the 1970’s the need
of expanding wildlife research
activities to other national
parks and protected areas in
Tanzania was imminent. This
hastened the idea of forming
an autonomous Institution
to conduct, coordinate and
supervise wildlife research
and dissemination of wildlife
research
findings
and
training on wildlife research.
Consequently, an Act of
Parliament No. 4 of 1980
was passed to establish the
Serengeti Wildlife Research
Institute (SWRI), with its
head office based in Serengeti
National Park and inherited the
premises of SRI. The overall
purpose of SWRI was to collect
and disseminate timely and
quality scientific information
that
will
enhance
the
sustainable management and
utilization of wildlife resources
in the country. Thus, the
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institute has the mandatory role
of advising the Government,
Management authorities and
the General public on best
ways of conserving the wildlife
resources.
In 1981, the office of TAWIRI
was moved to Arusha utilizing
the premises of Njiro Wildlife
Research Centre (NWRC),
which is one of the original
centres of the institute leaving
the premises to SWRC. The
name SWRI was changed by
an Act of Parliament No. 10 of
1999 (CAP 260 RE 2002) to
the Tanzania Wildlife Research
Institute (TAWIRI) in order
to reflect more appropriately
the National mandate of
the Institute and overall
responsibility in conducting,
supervising and coordinating
wildlife
research in the
country.

wie@tawiri.or.tz

The SWRC is about 327km
from Arusha city (1 hour flight
or 6-8 hours drive), 95km from
Mugumu
town
(Serengeti
district Head office), 150km
from Lamadi town in western
Serengeti (entrance gate from
lake regions) and 60km from
Fort Ikoma (the Administrative
office for Serengeti National
Park and access road from
Mara region). SWRC lies at
an altitude ranging from 910–

1820m a.s.l. and the park has
an area of about 14,763km2
(1o28′ – 3o17′S; 33o05′-35o20′E).
The Centre has one research
station (Endala) located at Lake
Manyara National Park and is
located about 17km from the
main entrance gate to the park.
SWRC continues to be the centre
of excellence in wildlife research
since it is here where most of the
wildlife researchers are based.
It is responsible for wildlife

research carried out in the
Serengeti ecosystem including
Ngorongoro Conservation Area
(NCA),
Ikorongo-Gurumeti
Game Reserves (IGGR), Maswa
Game Reserve (MGR) Lake
Manyara National Park (LMNP),
Loliondo Game Controlled Area
(LGCA) and Lake Natron Game
Controlled Area (LNGCA), and
other adjacent areas.

@ Per Harald Olsen

Photo at the top: Prof. Bernard Grizmek and his Son Michael on their routine research work at
Serengeti: Photo at the bottom: Some facilities at the Serengeti WRC
www.tawiri.or.tz
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@ Per Harald Olsen

The Serengeti wildlife
research center is unique
Is situated in an ecosystem
with highest biodiversity of
more than 70 mammal species,
600 avifauna and migratory
species of both birds and large
mammals. SWRC attracts not
only high number of tourists to
receive scientific information,
but also is the first centre,
which provide administrative
support to the highest number of
wildlife researchers and research
projects. The centre is situated
at an ecosystem, which is
defined by the highest migratory
ungulate species within the great
Serengeti-Mara ecosystem that
include more than 1.5 million
wildebeests
(Connochaetes

taurinus), about half a million
plain zebra (Equus burchelli)
and over a quarter of a million
Thomson gazelle (Eudorcas
thomsonii).
SWRC continues to be the centre
of excellence in wildlife research
since most of the wildlife
researchers
both
national
and international are based.
In collaboration with other
researchers both national and
international, the center hosts
a number of long term projects
within the ecosystem including;
Wild
Dog
Conservation
Project, Serengeti Biodiversity
Programme, Serengeti hyena
project,
Serengeti
cheetah
project, Serengeti lion project,
Serengeti
giraffe
project,
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Serengeti Savanna dynamics
project,
Serengeti
viral
dynamics project,
Serengeti
Biocomplexity project, Plant
community
assemblage
in
the serengeti ecosystem, and
TAWIRI Wildlife Veterinary
laboratory
programme.
In
addition, the Centre hosted
important collaborative projects
such as, Biodiversity and Human
Wildlife Interface (BHWI) in
Western Serengeti, Human
Elephant
Conflict
Project
(HEC),
AfricanBioServices
consortium, Darwin initiative
project on avifauna, Building
capacity on Environmental and
Social Impact Assessment under
IPBES etc.

@ Per Harald Olsen
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been able to provide execellent
services to all researchers within
the area.

@ Per Harald Olsen

Services and facilities offered
at SWRC
The centre has managed to fulfill
most of the core functions of
TAWIRI by providing enoumous
services to wildlife researchers
working within the Serengeti
ecosystem. SWRC has a total
of 18 staff, among them 3 PhD

holders, 2 Masters degrees, 3
Bachelor degrees and 3 diplomas
(one
technician,
supplies
assistant and one field assistant).
In addition, there are a number
of support staff accountable
for all important services such
as accounts, procurement and
administrative services. Having
qualified staff, the centre has

@ Per Harald Olsen
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Dissemination of research
findings
Apart
from
conducting,
coordinating and supervision
of research activities, SWRC
researchers
participate
in
dissemination
of
research
findings in collaboration with
other
researchers
through
publication of research findings.
About 10 papers are published
in peer reviewed journal per year
and in proceedings of scientific
conferences including TAWIRI
Biannual Scientific Conferences
and
other
national
and
international conferences where
research findings are presented.
Researchers at SWRC offer
scientific talks to visitors at
SWRC library with an average
of 20 talks per year on various
wildlife information, ranging
from wildlife ecology, diseases,

habitats and interaction with people. The center
also offer consultancy services in all areas related
to wildlife and a number of scientific reports are
produced throughout the year. To be able to render
the excellent services to researchers and other
customers (i.e. visitors within the ecosystem),
the centre has the following facilities:A well-equipped field wildlife veterinary
laboratory and working spaces for biologists:
This has enabled SWRC to provide a maximum
support and guidance to University students from
both local and international universities. Each
year students visit the centre for field practical
training and make use of the existing facilities.
A library with publications on wildlife
research carried out over 50 years in northern
Tanzania. This is a free service, the library has
hundreds of publications of both books, journal
papers, scientific reports and other necessary
materials for reference.
Other important facilities include, Staff
offices and enough working space in the two
office buildings, communication facilities for
networking (Internet, mobile phone network)
within and outside Tanzania, a zoology museum

Photo: Some important facilities at SWRC: From
the top, one of the staff house, Herbarium, library,
Zoology Laboratory respectively
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and herbarium consisting of many different
animal and plants specimens respectively, a
decent rest house that can accommodate up to
13 visitors, Student hostel that can accommodate
up to 20 students, fuel station that operates from
6.00am to 19.00pm. Also there is a staff canteen
that provides African food, soft and hard drinks
and essential household items.

administrative staff, six
vehicles which provide
reliable transport for
local researchers and
administrative
staff.
Foreign
researchers
can for a limited time
hire these vehicles for
research work. There
is reliable solar power
during day time and
during night office
buildings and staff
houses are powered by
a 17kv diesel generator.
Serengeti
National
Park has no perennial
rivers for potable water,
therefore, SWRC has
built storage facility for rain water of about
300,000 litres and soon will expand to 600,000
litres to sustain water availability to all staff and
researchers.
The Director and fellow staff at SWRC, welcome
researchers and visitors to explore the best
services offered at this centre.

The centre has 19 houses for researchers
(both local and foreign) and 20 houses for

www.tawiri.or.tz

Contact
Serengeti Wildlife Research Centre,
P.O.Box 661, Arusha
Telephone: +255 272549571
Email: swrc@tawiri.or.tz;
info@tawiri.or.tz
Website: http://www.tawiri.or.tz
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Photo: Some important facilities
at Serengeti Wildlife Research
Centre:
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THE ASTONISHING KINGUPIRA WILDLIFE RESEARCH CENTRE
(KWRC)
By Samuel Mtoka
Kingupira Wildlife Research
Centre (KWRC) was established
in 1963 in northeastern Selous
Game Reserve (Currently large
part of Selous Game Reserve
has been promoted to national
park i.e Nyerere National Park).
The center was formed for the
purpose of studying Miombo
Woodland ecology on flora and
fauna species. It began as a part
of the Tanzania Government’s
effort and it was known as
“Miombo Research Centre
(MRC)” to enhance conservation
in the Selous Game Reserve in
the 1960’s and was managed
as a Unit within the Wildlife
Division. As such, it was the first
government initiative to conduct
wildlife research in Tanzania
whilst
Serengeti
Research
Centre (SRC) and others were
completely foreign managed
initiatives

www.tawiri.or.tz

In 1980, KWRC was merged
with other Wildlife Research
Centers (WRC) i.e SerengetiWRC, Njiro-WRC, MahaleWRC and Gombe-WRC to
form TAWIRI. Since that period
under TAWIRI, the Centre has
continued to be the main wildlife
information resource base on the
Selous ecosystem.
KWRC is located at 8.4735°S
and 38.5445°E in north-east
sector, Kingupira of the former
Selous Game Reserve (The
current Nyerere National Park)
in Rufiji district, Pwani region.
It is in south-west direction of
the district administrative town;
Utete at a road distance of about
70 kilometres and 288 kilometres
from Dar es Salaam city. The
centre can be reached also by
air through Kingupira air strip
at Kingupira; the headquarters
of the North east sector of the
former SGR.
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The Centre has two research
stations, Kihansi and Mikumi.
Kihansi station is located south
east of Udzungwa mountains
in Kilombero district Morogoro
region, at a distance of 131
kilometres from the district
administrative town Ifakara and
364 kilometres from Morogoro
municipal. It focuses on captive
breeding of the endemic Kihansi
Spray Toad (Nectophrynoides
asperginis) as well as the
reintroduction
and
in-situ
conservation in the Kihansi
Gorge Ecosystem. Mikumi
Research Station at Mikumi
National
Park,
maintains
long term research studies
on baboons, elephants and
vegetation in conjunction with
the Animal Behavior Research
Unit (ABRU)- United Kingdom

Kihansi Gorge

KWRC a unique research center in Southern
ecosystems
Being responsible for undertaking and coordinating
wildlife researches in the South and Eastern
part of the country, KWRC is located within the
biggest protected ecosystem in the country, the
Selous-Mikumi Ecosystem. Despite dominated by
woodland there are other vegetation types such as
bush land, grassland and forest. The landform is
diverse with hills, plains, valleys, and water bodies
where the biggest river in the country Rufiji,
flows through the reserve. There is diverse and
rich wildlife species, together with their habitat
leave many unanswered questions for research
on interaction of the wildlife and their habitats,
population, movements, dispersion and diseases
among others.
The Kihansi research station is located close to
Udzungwa mountains that are part of Eastern arc
mountains endowed with the biodiversity hotspot
with high diversity and endemism of biological
species. There are many small sized mammals,
birds, invertebrates and plants that need research
to create understanding of the biodiversity and
ecosystem function of these mountains. The station
is also managing a captive breeding project for the
Kihansi spray toad (Nectophrynoides asperginis)
which are declared to extinct in the wild species.
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Facilities and Services
Currently the centre offers field training for
university students during their field training. The
centre has a rest house and office space for working
and accommodation. The Kihansi station also has
an accommodation of 4 persons and a space for
office work
The centre is looking forward for collaboration
with interested parties on the wildlife research in
protected and other wildlife areas in the south and
east of the country; including Nyerere, Mikumi,
Udzungwa mountains, Saadani, Ruaha, Kitulo
National Parks, Selous Game Reserve, Kilombero
Game Controlled Area, WamiMbiki Wildlife
Management Areas among others.
Contact
Kingupira Wildlife Research Centre,
P.O.Box 16, Utete-Rufiji.
Telephone: +255 784422530
Email: kwrc@tawiri.or.tz; info@tawiri.or.tz
Website: http://www.tawiri.or.tz

Office at Kihansi Station

wie@tawiri.or.tz

MAHALE-GOMBE WILDLIFE RESEARCH CENTER: A HOME TO THE
ENDANGERED PRIMATES “THE CHIMPANZEES”
Simula Maijo, Edward Kohi, Pius Kavana and Janemary Ntalwila
In order to ensure that the species
is protected in the wild, Tanzania
Wildlife Research Institute (TAWIRI),
Wildlife Division (WD), Tanzania
National Parks (TANAPA), and
Tanzania Wildlife Authority (TAWA)
in collaboration with international
development organizations, NGOs,
CBOs and local communities
together have developed the National
Chimpanzee Conservation Action
Plan for managing and conserving
the species.

Mahale-Gombe Wildlife Research Center
(M-GWRC), is a center under Tanzania Wildlife
Research Institute (TAWIRI) located in Kigoma.
The center was formed by merging the two wildlife
research centers (i.e Mahale and Gombe Wildlife
Research Centers). Mahale and Gombe Wildlife
Research Centers were established separately
in 1950 and 1960s respectively, with a common
interest of primate research. The two centres are
located within Kigoma region along the world’s
longest freshwater lake and the second deepest
lake in the world, Lake Tanganyika.
Mahale and Gombe are known worldwide as the
most important conservation sites for protection
of the endangered eastern chimpanzees (Pan
troglodytes schweinfurthii). The sites are highly
recognized for harboring the world’s most
intensively studied wild chimpanzee populations.
Despite the efforts done since early 1960s,
chimpanzee numbers have reported to gradually
declining over years.

www.tawiri.or.tz

The
Tanzania
Chimpanzee
Conservation Action Plan has
shown that human activities within
the chimpanzee ranges are the major threats for
its conservation. The IUCN red list, classifies
chimpanzee an endangered species following
decades of its population declining. Whilst
chimpanzee population in the country is estimated
to be less than 2,500 individuals, more than 75%
of this population lives outside the national park
boundaries (i.e., outside Gombe and Mahale
Mountains). The Tongwe Forest Reserves within
the Masito-Ugalla Ecosystem, harbors a significant
chimpanzee population yet the chimpanzee
populations in this area are the most vulnerable in
Tanzania. Chimpanzee habitats outside national
parks are vulnerable to habitat fragmentation and
destruction by people following encroachment
through various anthropogenic activities. In
recent times, increased rate of human activities in
chimpanzee habitats in the Tongwe and Ntakata
Forests (sometimes referred to Masito-Ugalla
area), in Western Tanzania has been reported. The
reported activities includes agricultural expansion,
settlement, cattle herding, beekeeping, wild fire,
logging and poaching.
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Therefore, in fulfilling the institution mandate
it was important to have a center that caters for
other protected areas apart from Gombe and
Mahale in western Tanzania. The other areas
include Katavi, Ugalla River, Kigosi National
Parks and the adjacent game reserves (Rukwa,
Ugalla, Moyowosi, Kizigo, Piti, Swaga Swaga,
Muhesi and Rungwa). Hence the merging of the
two existing centres and expanding the scope of
the center to cover western Tanzania as well as
strengthen the wildlife research activities and its
supervision. The former existing two centers are
now simply referred to research stations under the
M-GWRC.
The research facilities and services offered at
M-GWRC
Like all other research centers under TAWIRI, the
M-GWRC and its research stations, offers all the
necessary services that include conducting wildlife
research in all fields through the skilled personnel
available at the center. The main office located in
Kigoma at the shore of Lake Tanganyika offers an
opportunity for a peaceful working environment.
M-GWRC consists of experienced research staff
that can help researchers in various ways, such as
logistics and research activities.
The center and its research stations have basic
facilities to accommodate researchers in the
field sites. At Kasiha/Kasoge within the Mahale
Mountains National Park (MMNP), there is a
well-constructed researchers’ rest
house with
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Photo: Researcher’s accommodation rest house at Mahale
WRC

four bedrooms which are fully equipped
with wash rooms, two resting rooms and two
kitchens. Apart from that, there are also other
researcher’s buildings that were constructed in
support of Frankfurt Zoological Society (FZS)
to accommodate researchers working in the area.
The buildings are well equipped with all sort
of facilities needed by a researcher. All of the
buildings at Kasiha are supplied with electricity to
charge computers, batteries and other accessories
that needs electricity to function. At Gombe and
Tongwe Forest Reserves, no TAWIRI facilities
established yet. However, there are long term
research base established in the area. The
established research base has important facilities
that can be used by other researchers if logistics
are well arranged. Alternatively, a researcher can
opt camping by using tents if not interested to be
accommodated in other researchers’ facilities. In
Gombe there is a Jane Goodall field research base,
whereas in Tongwe Forest Reserves there is the
“The Greater Mahale Ecosystem Research and
Conservation (GMERC)” the formerly known as
the “Ugalla Primate Project”.

wie@tawiri.or.tz

Photo: Kitchen facility at Mahale WRC
Access to Mahale has not been easy compared with other chimpanzee research sites. This is because
Mahale remains unreachable site by vehicle. Access is either by Boat or Ship-MV-Lihemba

Photo: Access to Mahale research station can only be accessed by boat or ship. MV-Liemba
Left Photo: The two researchers Simula Maijo and Seleman Moshi travelling to Mahale Centre

www.tawiri.or.tz
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Mahale Wildlife Research
Station; The motherland
for chimpanzee studies in
Tanzania.
Mahale
Wildlife
Research
Station is located at the
southernmost part of the Kigoma
Region within the Mahale
Mountains
National
Park
(MMNP). The Mahale Wildlife
Research Station is unique and
a popular primatology research
center due to the long term
chimpanzee research worldwide.
The Mahale chimpanzee study
dates back to 1961 when the
Japanese Kinji Imanishi and
Junichiro Itani developed the
idea of initiating chimpanzee
study in Africa. Kinji Imanishi,
introduced the idea during
the
Africa
Primatological
Expedition which was organized
at Kyoto University. It was
during this time when he came
and set out the study on
chimpanzees at Kabogo area
along Lake Tanganyika, there

after he moved and established
the base camp at Kasakati along
the same lake. In 1965 is when
Junichiro Itani took over and
established two more camps at
Filabanga and Mahale. During
that period, Itani used 3 methods
to
habituate
chimpanzees
which he distributed among his
students:i) Chimpanzee
habituation
which was assigned to
Takayoshi Kano at Filabanga
site;
ii) Chimpanzee
impressing
was assigned to Kosei Izawa
at Kasakati and
iii) Chimpanzee provisioning
was assigned to Toshisada
Nishida at Mahale
Since that time (1965) Toshisada
Nishida continued with research
work at Mahale station with
important research findings. In
1975, Japanese International
Cooperation Agency (JICA)
after learning how important the
research work was in protecting
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Chimpanzees around the world,
they started funding and sending
groups of primatologists from
Japan to Mahale as Game
(Wildlife) Research Officers.
This was the beginning and
establishment of the Mahale
Mountains
Chimpanzee
Research Project (MMCRP)
and the Kasoge Chimpanzee
Research Station (KCRS) was
established by the Tanzanian
government to enhance the
chimpanzee conservation in
Mahale Mountains. In 1979 the
Kasoge Chimpanzee Research
Station was reorganized as one
of the centers of the Serengeti
Wildlife Research Institute
(SWRI) and was named as
Mahale Mountains Wildlife
Research Centre (MMWRC).
Today the research center forms
part of the most important
TAWIRI research centers in
western Tanzania along Lake
Tanganyika.
The
research
center is now within the Mahale

wie@tawiri.or.tz

Mountains
National
park,
the area was given a higher
protection status for protecting
the critical endangered species
of chimpanzees. Is worth noting
that in collaboration with various
conservation
organizations
TAWIRI has built capacity to
staff who are now well skilled and
participate fully in chimpanzee
research at Mahale Mountains
National Park. Mahale has been
the best learning center over
50 years now, where a list of
research discoveries have been
documented. Several Japanese
in collaboration with Tanzanian

Researchers have continued to
expand research on primates of
the Greater Mahale ecosystem.
Groups of chimpanzees have
been habituated which has
resulted into a comprehensive
understanding of their ecological
behavior
and
challenges
threatening their survival.
Gombe
wildlife
research
Station, a home to the word’s
famous chimpanzees
Wildlife research in Gombe
was initiated in 1960 by Jane
Goodall who established the
research at Kakombe Valley

in Kigoma District. This was
before the establishment of
Gombe National Park which was
gazetted in 1968. Gombe Stream
Research Center was established
in 1967 on the Eastern shore of
Lake Tanganyika almost, 15km
north of Kigoma town. There are
no roads to the center but can be
easily accessible by boat from
Kigoma town.
Dr. Jane Goodall work in
Gombe provided important
discoveries on the life of wild
chimpanzees. Through her
work, Jane Goodall helped the

Photo. TAWIRI researcher “Simula Maijo” following the chimps of Mahale

www.tawiri.or.tz
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world to better understand our
relationship and similarities to
our closest living relatives (i.e.,
chimpanzees). Her studies in
Gombe have produced some of
the most transformative insights
into the animal kingdom,
including the realization that
chimpanzees make and use
tools, something previously
thought to be exclusive to
humankind. It was through the
support of Dr. Louis Leakey,
the famous anthropologist Jane
managed to establish the small
research station at Gombe where
she started learning the behavior
of chimpanzees. The Kasekela
chimpanzee community was
among the groups she habituated
and later on she was accepted
by one troop where she could
slowly interact with them.
Throughout the main research
work aimed at studying the
behavior of chimpanzees at
different location. Later on in
1970s other primate studies were
initiated where several troops of
baboons (Papio anubis) began.
Today the research center
is recognized as one of the

longest primate researched
area in the world.. The Jane
Goodall Institute had trained
a number of Tanzanians who
are now managing most
of research activities and
administration. Furthermore,
the center has hosted and is
still hosting researchers from
all over world.
Despite the scientific information
produced
by
chimpanzee
researches in both research
center their populations has
been declined due to increased
anthropogenic threats, which
reduces their ranges. This trend
has made both TAWIRI the Jane
Goodall Institute to extend its
work far beyond Gombe and
now covering “Gombe Masito
Ugalla Biosphere Reserve”, with
many other programs across the
chimpanzee range, and around
the world. The increasing
threats to the chimpanzees and
their habitats in Tanzania and
across Africa has also made Jane
not only to focus on the field
research
but
also to
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become an activist with the
intention to address the threats to
great apes and their ecosystems
by working in collaboration with
local people.
Contact
Kingupira Wildlife Research
Centre,
P.O.Box 16, Utete-Rufiji.
Telephone: +255 784422530
Email: kwrc@tawiri.or.tz;
info@tawiri.or.tz
Website: www.tawiri.or.tz
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NJIRO - WILIFE RESEARCH CENTERTHE SOLE CENTRE FOR BEES
RESEARCH AND BEEKEEPING IN THE COUNTRY
Nicephor Lesio, Neema Kilimba and Janemary Ntalwila

Njiro Wildlife Research Center (NWRC) is the sole
Centre in Tanzania responsible for research on bees
and beekeeping in the country. It was established
in 1973 by the Ministry of Natural Resources
and Tourism in collaboration with Canadian
International
Development
Administration
(CIDA) as “The National Beekeeping Project”.
NWRC is a Centre for appropriate technology
and information on tropical bees and beekeeping.
The Centre is located 5km South East of Arusha
City Centre on the slope of Njiro Hill. Apart from
the main apiary at Njiro, the Centre also has three
field research stations in different ecosystems;
Mount Kilimanjaro (West Kilimanjaro – Siha
District Kilimanjaro Region), Eastern Rift Valley
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(Magugu Ward Babati District Manyara region)
and Miombo woodlands (Tabora Research Station
– Tabora region).
The center has produced significant information
and data on beekeeping in the country. Among
many other these includes, distribution Map of
Pollen and Honey Types in Tanzania, important
Bee Plants for Honeybees and Stingless Bees in
Tanzania, the Effects of Parasitic Mites (Varroa
destructor) on the Diversity, Abundance and
Productivity of African Honey Bee (Apis mellifera
scutellata) Colonies in Tanzania, the Preparation of
Starter Honeybee Colonies Using Queen Rearing
Techniques in the Beekeeping Sector in Tanzania.
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Also the center prepared an
Urban
forest
conservation
plan, Research report on
poverty reduction, Markets and
Marketing of bee products in
Tanzania and Value addition
on bee products. The centre
has alsovarious innovation
including, A Tanzanian top bar
hive, modified frame hive to
get Tanzania Commercial Hive
(TCH), produced hydraulic
jerk honey press that is user
friendly even for women and
youth, designing of bee smoker
that is appropriate for tropical
bees using locally available
materials, a queen excluder that
is easy to make/manufacture
in Tanzania, top bar hive bee
feeders, to mention just a few. In
addition, the centre is the genesis

for wide use of honey as food
(not only as medicine and raw
materials for local brews), and
also of packaging, labelling and
marketing of honey in Tanzania.
Facilities and services
For the center to be able to
achieve the roles as per strategic
plan of the institute it has the
all the important facilities that
enables to provide the quality
services.
Modern Beekeeping
Laboratory
A modern beekeeping laboratory
building has recently been
constructed at the Centre. It
is intended to carter for the
laboratory services throughout
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the country. Provisions of the
facility include physical and
biochemical laboratories, a
museum and herbarium. The
process of acquiring furniture,
laboratory equipment, chemicals
and qualified staff is in progress.
This laboratory is expected to be
the best of its kind, especially
after its accreditation, providing
excellent services for Tanzania
and some of the neighboring
countries.
Library: The centre owns one
of the best beekeeping libraries
in Tanzania, with publications
from local beekeeping research,
and others from renowned
beekeeping researchers and
legends worldwide:

wie@tawiri.or.tz

Modern wood workshop: For designing and
production of hives and hive accessories. The
accessories constructed include, top bars, frames,
queen excluders, feeders, pollen traps, stingless
bees hives, top and bottom hive boards (covers),
etc.
Farm for experiment on pollination: At the
Centre headquarters there is an extensive piece of
land for experiment purposes. The plants on which
experiment has been done at the centre include
beans (Phaceolus vulgaris) and pigeon pee (cajanus
cajan). Planning of experiments using other crop
plants is ongoing.
Tanzania Top Bar Hive-produced at NWRC

The apiaries at Njiro, West Kilimanjaro and
Magugu: these apiaries, apart from research, they
are also used for demonstration on environmental
friendly beekeeping practices.
Services provided
NWRC, provides timely and quality services. These
services ranges from training, consultancy, site
visits, equipment production, improved beekeeping
practices, research, and rescue from bee attacks.
Training: NWRC offers tailor made training
on beekeeping and beekeeping related matters
both at the centre and onsite. The courses may
range from general basic beekeeping skills, bee
product processing, packing and marketing,
preparation of secondary (value added) bee
products, queen rearing and package bees, etc,
The centre is committed to reach as many groups
as the requirements may come up (we only
provide courses to the groups that submit their
requests). The centre receives a limited number of
beekeeping related field students and gives lecture
and orientation to study tour and visiting groups of
students. On international scale, NWRC organizes
beekeeping study tours and safaris whose package
include beekeeping, cultural and nature tourism in
selected areas of Tanzania.
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Apiary-at Mugugu Station-Babati
Consultancy services in beekeeping: The centre
providesconsultancy services such as feasibility
studies for beekeeping projects, participation in
Environmental Impact Assessment for beekeeping
related industries, monitoring and evaluation of
beekeeping related projects and general advices
related to beekeeping matters
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Transfer of bee colonies:
The centre provides services of
transferring colonies that have
established nests in unwanted
places such as under the roofs,
electricity poles, tree branches
and caves, under rocks, etc.
Also the center provides for
transfer and harboring of hives
with colonies that are unwanted
in their original apiaries. All of
these and other related services
are provided at cost.
Sales of equipment, products
and stingless bee colonies: The
centre produces and sells basic
standard beekeeping equipment
such as protective gears, bee
smokers, hive tools, hydraulic
operated honey presses, and other
honey processing equipment.
Further, the centre sells bee
products such as honey from
both singless and stinging bees as
well as beeswax. Furthermore,
the centre prepare and sells
secondary bee products such as
beauty creams, skin ointments,
liniments and beeswax candles.
Even further, the centre divided
stingless honeybee colonies and
sells them as a package of bees
in a box hive.

Queen Rearing: NWRC- offers
special consultancy services on
queen rearing through its high
skilled and experienced staff.
The process is normally done to
support diversity in honey bees
and production of high quality
queens for improving bee
products. Is important noting
that, high-quality queens are
important in colony development
as well as for economic success.
Principally, honey bee colony
can produce a new queen without
human intervention, however,
in recent years following some
environmental changes, new
techniques have been developed
to fasten the process and enable
rearing of large numbers of
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queen bees for re-queening of
bee colonies. This can be done
regularly for purpose of reducing
the swarming, increase brood
and honey production, and also
for starting of a new colony. In
most cases, the process of queen
rearing use standard beekeeping
equipment
with
some
specialized equipment. Most of
the specialized equipment are
not expensive and can also be
constructed by beekeepers.
Njiro Wildlife Research Centre,
P. O. Box 661, Arusha
Telephone: +255 27 254 9571
Email: nwrc@tawiri.or.tz
Website: http://www.tawiri.or.tz
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